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Mark  vii,  37. 

»— HE  HATH  DONE  ALL  THINGS  WELL. — - 


A.  HIS  teftimony  in  favor  of  a  particular 
ddi,  wrought  by  our  Saviour  in  the  days  of  his  flefh, 
is  true  not  only  of  that  inftance  of  his  power ;  but  of 
all  his  works  in  general  we  may  fay  "  be  doth  all 
things  well.^' 

Hence  thefe  words  may  beconfidered  as  exprefT^ 
ing  the  perfect  wifdom,  righteoufnefs  and  goodnels 
which  are  difplayed  in  all  the  adts  and  adminiftrations 
ofthe  Son  of  God. 

A  TRUTH  that  will  be  found  replete  with  folid  com- 
fort and  joy  to  all  real  chrilliansjcvenin  times  of  deep- 
eft  adverlity. 

It  may  therefore  be  a  profitable  fubjed:  of  our  fe- 
rious  meditations  on  the  prefent  mournful  occafion. 

In  order  for  a  clear  illuftration  of  the  dodrine,  and 
to  imprefs  our  minds  with  fome  fuitable  conceptions 
of  it,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  a  brief  furvey  of  the 
doings  of  Christ,  aS  exhibited  in  creation  and 
providence,  and  fhew  how  all  thefe  are  executed  in 
perfe6t  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  This  will  lead  to  re- 
flexions tending  to  regulate  our  temper  and  pra£ticc 
In  reiped  to  the  operations  of  that  Almighty  Agent, 


"  216^  worh  of  the  Lord  are  great  ^fought  out  hy  .al$ 
thofewho  have  pkafure  therein"  Thedevoutpfalm- 
ift  when  contemplating  the  vifible  creation,  not  only 
adnriires  the  multitude  of  God's  works,  but  celebrate^ 
his  wifdom  in  the  formation  of  them.  "How  mani- 
fold  are  thy  works  ^  0  Lord!  in  wifdom  hafi  thou  mads, 
them  alir'* 

The  works  of  creation  are  in  fcripture  exprefsly 
afcribed  to  Christ.  When  it  is  faid,  "  In  the  begin- 
ning  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth,"  we  are  to 
underfland  God  the  Son  ;  in  concurrence  indeed 
with  the  other  perfons  of  the  facred  trinity  :  For  the 
,evangelift  John  informs  us,  that "  in  the  beginning  was 
the  word^  and  the  word  was  with  God,  and  the  word  was 
God."  It  follows, '-^  ali  things  were  made  by  him:  And 
without  hir/i  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made"-\ 
And  "  by  him,"  faith  the  Apoftle,  "  zvere  all  things 
created  that  are  inheaven  and  that  are  in  earth  vifible  and 
invifible,  all  things  were  created  by  him  mid  for  him  | 
and  he  is  before  all  things  ^  and  by  him  all  things  coffifl.""^ 

It  was  then  the  eternal  logos — that  word  who 
was  madeflefh  and  dwelt  among  men — who  framed 
theuniverfe — who  fpake  the  world  into  being — who 

iaid,  "  let  there  be  light  and  there  was  light"' who 

^^p'cpared  the  heavens  -and  the  earthy  andfet  a  compafs 
upon  the  face  of  the  deep — who  made  the  fun  to  rule  the 
day  and  the  moonandfiars  to  rule  the  night" — placed 
thofe  bright  luminaries  in  the  firmament  above,  and 
^'  ordained  ther/i  forfigns  andfeafons,  for  days  and  years" 
—who  "  ga^c  thefea  his  decree  that  the  waters  fhould 
mt  pafs  his  commandment."  Whofe  word  of  power 
produced  the  birds  of  the  air,  the  fifhof  the  fea,  and 
all  the  flocks  which  range  the  fields;  who  at  lall 
formed  man,  the  moft  excellent  of  thefe  creatures^ 
out  of  the  dull,  breathed  into  his  noftrils  the  breath 
of  life,  and  gave  him  to  have  dominion  over  all  this 
lower  creation. 

WH.E^^ 

*  Pfalm  civ.  24.        +  John  i.  1,  2,  3.       %  Col.i.  16,  17. 


When  this  world  was  created- — when  it  was  fin- 
ffned,  and  thus  fiirnifhed  it  wasperfeflly  well  madey 
the  ftupendous  'work  v/as  executed,  after  the  mod- 
el of  infinite  wifdom. 

TffE  creator  on  a  review  of  his  works,  pronounc- 
ed them  all  njery  good. — not  a  flaw  in  the  whole  crea- 
tion; each  creature  perfeft  in  its  kind,  and  admirably 
fitted  to  the  place  and  ufe  for  which  it  was  defigned, 
The  world,  in  fliort,  exhibited  a  fyftem  of  conlum- 
rnate  order,  harmony,  and  beauty.  The  view  of 
which,  ftruck  the  angelic  hofts  with  pleafing  wonder^ 
and  produced  joint  acclamations  of  joy.  For  then-  it 
%Vas  that  thofe  "  morning  ftarsjang  together,  and  alt 
ihofeSons  ofGodJhoutedforjoy" 

Whatever  of  defe6b  or  diforder  has  fince  taken 
place  in  the  natural  and  moral  world,  is  occafioned 
by  the  fin  of  man,  and  cannot  be  attributed  to  the 
failure  of  wifdom,  power,  or  goodnefs  in  the  creaton 

But  the  prefent  fubjeft  leads  us  to  attend  more 
cfpeciaily  to  the  works  of  providence. 

These  are  likewile  the  works  of  Christ,  and  are 
cx:ecuted  with  perfect  wifdom,  equity,  and  goodnefs. 
in  providence  as  well  as  creation,  he  hath  performedy 
doth  and  will  perform  all  "  things  well.'" 

I  SHALL  endeavour  diftindly  to  ilkllrate  and- 
■evince  this  remark,  by  fhev/ing 

That  the  government  of  the  world  is  in  the  hands 
of   Christ — that  this  providential  dominion  amf 
government  is  univerfal,   and   that  it  is  adminifter 
ed  in  the  beft  manner. 

I.  The  government  of  the  world  is  in  the  hands  of 
Christ. 

As  God  fupreme  he  hath  an  unalienable  right  tOt 
govern  and  difpofe  all  things  as  he  pleafeth.  As  Me- 
diator, this  high  office  is  delegated  to  him  of  the  Fa-^ 
ther,  and  with  this  he  is  wholly  entrufted.  To  the 
truth  of  which  the  facred  oracles  give  ample  teflimo- 
jny.    Thu§  the  prophet  Ifaiah  fpeaking  of  this  gld- 

fiouS" 


rious  Immanuel,  and  to  whom  he  afcribes  the  proj)- 
er  titles  of  Deity,  declares  that  "  on  his  Jlooulder  the 
government pould  be.''* — The  government  not  of  the 
Church  only  -,  but  of  the  world.  For  he  fits  not 
only  as  "  king  on  his  holy  hill  ofSion, "  but  this  "  Lord 
mofi  high"  is  exprefsly  faid  to  be  "  king  over  all  the 
earthy -^  This  divine  perfon,  when  on  earth,  declared 
of  himfelf  that  "  all  things' '  were  "  delivered"  to  him 
of  his  "  Father."  And  that  "  the  Father  judgeth  ns 
maii;  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  unto  the  Son'''^ 
of  Christ  itisalfo  foretold  that  he  "  Jhould  be  great  i''' 
and  that  "  the  Lord  Godjhould  give  him  the  throne  of 
his  father  David" — that  "  hefoould  reign  for  ever^  and 
of  hiskingdora  therejhould  beno  end."^  And  we  are 
afTured  that  this  fame  Jesus  "  being  raifed  from  the 
deady  is  feat  ed  at  the  Fathefs  right  hand  in  the  heavenly 
places i  far  above  all  •principality  ^  and  power ^  and  might , 
and  dominion^  amd  every  name  that  is  named  in  this 
world  and  that  which  is  to  come  ;  that  all  things  are  put 
under  his  feet  ^  and  he  is  made  head  over  all  things  to  the 
Church  r\ 

Thus  it  appears  that  Christ  being  God,  equal 
with  the  Father,  has  in  that  charafiter  a  juft  claim  to 
abfolute  and  univerfal  monarchy.  And  as  mediator 
is  appointed,  and  ordained  king  and  Judge  of  the 
world.     I  proceed  to  obferve, 

II.  That  this  providential  dominion  and  govern- 
ment of  our  divine  Lord  is  univerfal. 

The  fubjefts  of  it  are  all  the  works  of  his  hands.. 
It  is  not  limited  to  this,  but  extends  to  all  worlds,  crea- 
tures and  things. 

And  it  is  both  fitting  and  neceffary,  that  he  who 
formed,  Ihould  govern  and  difpofe  all  things,   fincc 

the 


*  Ifaiah  ix.  6, 

\  Pfalm  ii.  6.  &  xlvii.  2.  Both  thefe  Pfalms  evidently  refcf 
to  the  kingdom  of  Chr  ist. 
%  Mat.  xi.  27.     John,  v.  22. 
^  Luke  i.  32,  33.  jl  Eph»  i,  20,  2t,  aoj 


the  fame  divine  wifdom  and  pov/er  muft  be  employ- 
ed in  the  latter,  as  were  difplayed  in  the  former.  Nay, 
the  direftion,  llipport  and  prefervation  of  creatures 
and  things  are,  in  fcripture,  reprefented  but  as  a  con- 
tinued creation,  and  afcribed  to  the  fame  almighty 
agent.  "  'Thou  art  worthy y  O  Lord^  to  receive  glory, 
honor  and  power :  For  thou  haft  created  all  things ^  and 
for  thy  ■pleafure  they  are  and  were  creaiedy  Not  only 
were  but  are  created. 

Here  let  us  expatiate  in  our  meditations,  on  the 
extent  of  Christ's  providential  government :  And 

I.  It  hath  refpedto-the  heavenly  (late,  and  is  im- 
mediately converfant  with  thole  fuperior  beings  who 
live  in  that  upper  world — theirfupport,  employments 
and  happinefs.  Christ  Jesus  reigns  in  Heaven. 
The  innumerable  hofts  above  are  all  his  fervants,  he 
upholds  them  in  their  high  Rations,  afligns  their 
difFerents  polls,  appoints  their  various  exercifes,  and 
direds  all  their  motions. 

They  are  the  minifters  of  his  pleafure,  ever  ork 
the  wing  to  execute  the  intentions  of  his  will.  Often 
are  they  fent  down  to  our  world  on  defigns  the  moft 
benevolent  to  the  children  of  men. 

"  Are  they  not  all  miniftring  Jpir  its  fent  forth  to  min- 
ifter  for  them  who  Jh all  be  heirs  offalvation  ?"  * 

II.  Christ's  dominion  reaches  the  darkfome 
realms  below. 

There  his  awful  prelence,  his  powerful  juftice, 
and  vindi6tive  wrath,  aredifplay'din  flaming  colours. 

Those  accuifed  fiends,  who  inhabit  that  difmal 
abyfs,  are  permitted  indeed  to  rove  invifibly  through 
this  earth.  Their  malevolent  prince  is  fufferedtohold 
empire  in  this  world  :  "  He  reigns  in  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  dif obedience"  inftigating  them  tonumber- 
lefs  ads  of  rebellion.  But  be  it  remembered,  that 
Satan,  with  all  his  infernal  legions,  are  under  the 
B  immediate 

*  Heb,  i,  14* 


to 

immediate  controul  of  the  King  of  heaven.  1* heir 
power  is  bounded.  Their  implicablcj  reftlefs  rage 
receives  di^^ine  check.  He  who  with  infinite  eafc 
manages  earth  and  hell,  fays  to  the  fierce  fpirits  of 
the  latter,  as  to  the  impetuous  ocean,  "  hitherto  Jhall 
ihou  come,  but  no  further^  and  here  Jloallthy  proud  waves 
hejlayed." 

In  fhort,  the  devil  and  his  agents  afl  by  permiif- 
fion ;  nor  v/ill  they  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  their 
wicked  attempts,  any  further  than  the  wifdom  of  Prov- 
idence will  overrule  for  the  advancement  of  the  di- 
vine glory,  and  the  everlafting  good  of  the  redeemed: 
All  which  will  be  declared,  at  the  final  ifTue  of 
Christ's  adminiftration. 

The  providential  government  of  the  Son  of  GoDi 
extends  to  this  world. 

The  various  parts,  the  numerous  creatures  and 
things,  animate  and  inanimate,  rational  and  irration- 
al, of  which  it  is  compofed,  were  not  only  created 
by  his  power,  but  all  arranged  and  difpofed  by  his 
wifdom,  and  direfled  in  all  their  operations  and 
movements,  by  the  fecret  energy  of  his  providence. 
For  this  likewife  the  oracles  of  revelation  give  full 
fufirage. 

Thus  in  the  phenomena  of  nature,  and  in  all  e-^ 
Vents  and  operations,  through  the  natural  v/orld,  the 
fcriptures  teach  us  to  look  up  to  him  as  the  firft 
eaufe  of  all,  and  religioufly  acknowledge  and  adore 
his  hand. 

He  it  is  who  *'  caiifes  the  njapcrs  to  ajcend — who 

fpre'ads  the  Heavens  with  clouds^  and  prepares  rain  for 

the  earth — who  faith  to  the  Jncw   be   thou  upon  tht 

earth,  likewife  to  thefmall  rain  and  the  great  rain  of  his 

firength. 

By  the  breath  ofGodfrcfl  is  given,  and  the  breadth  of 
the  waters  is  firaightened.  By  watering  he  wearieth  the 
thick  cloud  J  he  fcattereth  the  bright  cloud  ;  it  is  turned 
about  by  his  counfels,  that  they  may  do  whatfoever  he 
%Qmtii0^dttb  thenii  on  the  face  of  the  world  in  the  earth. 

He 
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fie  caujeth  it  to  ccme^  whether  for  correSfiotii  or  for  his 
landy  or  for  mercy." 

When  the  lightnings  play — when  the  thunders 
fend  forth  their  voice — when  the  eai  th  trembles,  and 
the  rocks  are  rent — when  tempefts  with  impetu- 
ous rage  fweep  the  foreft,  and  lay  wade  the  fruitful 
fields  :  Thefe  are  but  the  effedls  of  his  power  and 
providence  v/ho  rules  in  the  kingdom  of  nature. 

The  fame  may  be  obferved  in  refpedt  to  the  ani*. 
mate  parts  of  this  lower  creation  ;  the  inferior  liv- 
ing creatures  of  this  earth.  Thefe  are  all  the  care, 
and  at  the  difpofal  of  him,  who^^  giveth  to  all^  life  and 
breathy  and  all  things.'*  "  The  eyes  of  all  thefe  wait  on 
hinij  and  he  giveth  thera  their  meat  in  diiefeajon*' 

But  the  divine  government  and  providence,  in  3 
peculiar  manner,  refpefts  the  moral  world.  It  isef- 
pecially  exercifed  over  and  in  behalf  of  the  children 
of  men.  It  orders  and  overrules  all  events  and 
circumftances,  great  and  minute,  concerning  them. 

The  fupreme  Lord  of  all  in  pofitive  terms,  af- 
ferts  his  fovereign  dominion  over  his  intelligent  crea« 
tures  of  this  world,  and  claims  the  fole  prerogadve 
of  appointing  and  difpenfing  all  the  good  and  all  the 
evil  of  which  they  are  the  fubjefts  :  "  I  am  the  Lord 
and  there  is  none  elfe  :  I  form  the  light,  and  create 
darknefs  :  I  make  peace  and  create  evil.  I  the  Lord  do  all 
thefe  things.'**  "  Shall  there  be  evil  in  the  city,  and  the 
Lord  hath  not  done  it  ?"\ 

Christ,  who  is  this  Lord  Jehovah,  is,  as  we  be* 
fore  faid,  not  only  "  king  in  Sion,*  but  is  "  king  over 
all  the  earth."  By  him  "  kings  reign  and  princes  de* 
cree  juftics." 

The  foundation,  growth  and  eftabliihment  of 
kingdoms.  Hates  and  empires,  with  the  mighty 
changes  and  revolutions  which  take  place  in  them, 
are  from  his  providence,  who  "  doth  whaffoever  he 
fleafeth  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabit^ 
ants  of  the  earth" 
____^  The 

•  ifaiah  xlv,  5,  t  Amo»  iii.  7  .7. 
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'  The  great,  the  mighty  and  the  honourable,  owe 
all  their  greatnefs,  and  derive  all  their  power  and 
dignity  from  him  who  is  "  higher  than  the  highejiy 
*'  Promotion  cometb  neither  from  the  eaft  ncr  from  the 
wefiy  nor  from  the  Jouthy  hut  God  is  the  judge  j  he  put- 
teth  down  one^andfetteth  up  another. '^^^ 

Nor  is  the  divine  government  confined  to  princes 
and   potentates,  and  the  great  affairs  of  (tates  and 
kingdoms  i  but  is  extended  to  the  conditions,  minute 
concerns,  and  actions  of  individuals ;    and  thofe  of 
the  loweft,  as  well  as  of  the  higheft  rank. 

"  He  hath  determined  the  hounds  of  each  one^s  hahi- 
tation.  In  his  hand  is  our  breathy  and  his  are  all  our 
ways." 

The  time  of  our  birth — the  place  of  our  refi- 
dence — the  means,  manner,  and  moment  of  our 
death,  are  all  appointed  by  the  Sovereign  Arbiter  of 
life  and  death.  So  are  all  the  various  circumftan-r 
ces,  conditions,  and  vicifitudes  through  which  we 
pafs  in  life.  The  various,  multiplied,  and  undeferv- 
ed  bleflings,  of  which  we  are  made  fo  liberally  to 
partake,  are  but  fo  many  ftreams  flowing  from  the 
inexhauftible  fountain  of  all  good,  and  fhouid  be 
traced  to  their  divine  fource,  ^ 

Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are  we  to  imagine,  that 
"  affii5fions  come  out  of  the  ground^  or  fpringfrom  the 
duji:' 

However  inflruments  and  fecond  caufes  may 
operate  in  bringing  evils  upon  us,  yet  it  muflbe  re- 
membered, that  thefe  are  hut  inftruments  which  can 
effed  nothing,  only  by  the  direftion  and  appoint- 
ment of  him  who  "  worketh  all  things,'  by  a  fecret 
energy,  ^'according  to  the  counfel  of  his  own  will." 

Job  experienced  a  remarkable  reverfe  of  con- 
didon  ;  in  effefting  which,  befide  the  hand  of  Satan, 
there  were  employed  a  number  of  other  wicked  in- 
ll:ruments.     Yet  that  holy  man  moft  religioufly  ac- 

knowledgeth 

*  Pfalm  Ixxv.  6,  7, 
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knowledgeth  and  adoreth   a  divine   and   invifible 
agency  in  all  that  had  befallen  him. 

"  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away^ 
and  Mejfed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord."*' 

Do  we  receive  injurious  treatment  from  men,  by 
which  our  perfon,  name,  or  eftate  is  grievoufly  af- 
fe(5bed  ?  This  is  but  the  rod  in  God's  hand,  by  which 
he  juftly  corredeth  and  puniiheth  us  for  our  fins  a- 
gainft  him. 

Do  we  meet  with  lolTes  and  difappointments  ? 
Thefe  may  be  falily  imputed  to  chance,  or  ranked 
among  the  number  of  human  cafualties  3  but  they 
are  the  wile  allotmiCnts  of  an  holy  providence. 

Are  we  brought  low  by  (icknefs,  and  "  chafiened 
with  'pain  on  our  bed,  and  the  multitude  of  cur  hones 
with  ftrong  ■pain  V — A  variety  of  fecond  caufes  may 
be  affigned ;  yet  a  divine  hand  is  to  be  acknowl- 
edged. Difeafes  are  God's  fervants,  fent  on  fomc 
important  defign. 

Once  more.  Death  comiCS  up  into  our  windov/s, 
and  takes  from  our  arms  the  dearell  of  our  earth- 
ly delights. 

Is  this  a  random  blow  ?  The  fatal  arrow  had  its 
commiffion.  It  was  directed  to  its  mark  by  an  unerring 
hand,  it  executes  the  purpofe  before  decreed.  "  l!hc 
Lord  hath  done  it.     Be  Jlill  and  know  that  he  is  God'* 

Thus  we  fee  that  the  government  of  the  world  is 
in  the  hands  of  Christ— and  that  it  is  univerfal.  I 
proceed  to  fliew, 

III.  What  evidence  there  is  that  it  is  admin- 
iflered  in  the  bed  manner. 

This  a.t  once  appears  from  the  perfedlion  of  the 
agent. 

The  creator  and  governor  of  the  world  is  a  be- 
ing, not  only  all  powerful,  but  infinitely  wife,  holy, 
juft  and  good.     Thefe  attributes  are  effentiai  to  hini 

who 


*  Job  it  2j, 
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who  made,  and  governs  all  things.  All  his  opera- 
tions muft  therefore  correfpond  with  his  nature. 
They  are  but  a  tranfcript  of  his  perfe6tions. 

To  fuppofe  that  the  Almighty  Jehbvah  ever  doth 
wrong,  is  to  fuppofe  that  he  either  cannot,  or  will 
DOt,  do  right.  But  let  fuch  a  blafphennous  thought 
never  enter  our  hearts. 

It  was  the  eternal  word  that  framed  the  univerfe, 
and  therefore  it  was  wifely  framed.  "  He  made  the 
earth  by  his  power ^  ejlablijhed  the  world  by  his  wijdcm^ 
and  Jlretched  cut  the  heaven  by  his  under  ft  anding.^* 
The  fame  almighty,  holy  and  good  being,  govern- 
eth  the  world  ;  and  therefore  it  is  well  governed. 
Infinite  wifdom  cannot  err.  It  ever  propofeth  the 
beft  ends,  and  choofeth  the  beft  means  for  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  them.  Almighty  power  cannot 
i>e  refifted  or  contreuled  in  any  of  its  operations : 
And  therefore  whatever  the  divine  wifdom  propofeth, 
.divine  power  will  efFeft,  and  in  the  moft  fuitable 
cme  and  way.  From  the  perfedl  reftitude  of  God's 
Bature,  we  necelTarily  infer  the  perfedion  of  his  ad- 
miniftrations  and  works. 

A?lD  now  if  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  a  being 
pofTefied  of  fuch  perfecutions,  and  thefeare  exercif- 
€d  and  difplayed  in  creation  and  providence,  which 
iindoubtedly  is  the  cafe,  then  we  muft  .conclude  that 
all  his  works  and  ways  are  perfe<5l — that  this  Judge 
of  all  the  earth  cannot  but  do  right. 

Having,  I  hope,  in  fome  meafure  illuftrated  and 
proved  the  doctrine,  let  us  proceed  to  fome  fuita- 
ble improvement  of  whnt  has  been  offered. 

The  fubjeft  is  fruitful,  of  much  inftru<5lion,  admo- 
nition, and  comfort. 

In  the  firft  place,  this  fubjc^l  tends  to  beget  in  our 
ininds  the  higheft  conceptions  of  the  Redeemer. 

He  appears,  from  what  hath  been  fhewn  from  the 
/acred  oracles,  to  pofiefs  the  place,  and  exercife  the 
authority  of  God  Supreme* 

Hi 


He  is  exhibited  before  us  as  an  almighty,  inde-* 
pendent,  and  univerfal  monarch,  having  all  power  in 
heaven  and  earth  : — As  creating,  fuperintending,  and 
difpofing  all  creatures  and  things,  according  to  the 
counfel  of  his  own  will ;  and  ever  a6ling  in  the 
wifeft  and  bed  manner  poflible« 

This  view  of  the  Son  of  God  fills  the  heavenly 
hoils,  with  fentiments  of  the  higheft  refpeft  for  that 
divine  perfon,  and  draws  from  them  expreflions  cf 
divine  praife  and  adoration.  John,  in  vifion,  fav/  a 
multitude  of  thofe  celeftial  fpirits  around  the  throne, 
and  falling  down  at  the  feet  of  him  who  fits  upon  it, 
faying,  "  worthy  art  thouy  O  Lordyto  receive  glory y  and 
honor i  and  power  j  for  thou  haft  created  all  things j  and 
for  thy  pleafure  they  are,  and  were  created" 

We  on  earth  have  equal  reafon  to  worlliip  and 
adore  that  almighty  and  glorious  being. 

From  a  view  of  his  abfolute  fupremacy  and  uni- 
verfal  dominion,  confidering  that  he  is  "  over  ali 
€md  above  all ;  and  that  of  him,  and  thro'  him,  and  t§ 
him,  are  all  things^'  we  may  with  the  utmoft  proprie- 
ty adopt  the  noble  afcription  of  the  king  of  Ifrael. 
I  Chron.  xxix.  ii,  12  :  ^^  Thine,  O  Lord,  is  tht 
greatnefs  and  the  -power,  and  the  majefly :  For  all  that  is 
in  the  heaven,  and  in  the  earth,  is  thine ;  thine  is  tk« 
kingdom,  O  Lord,  and  thou  art  exalted  as  head  ahovt 
all ;  both  riches  and  honor  come  of  thee,  and  thou  reignefi 
ever  all,  and  in  thy  hand  is  power  and  might ;  and  m 
thy  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to  give  Jlrengtb  unts 
all:' 

Thus  the  prefent  fubje6l,  by  the  fanflion  of fcrip* 
ture,  teacheth  us  to  entertain  exalted  conceptions  of 
the  charadter  of  Christ,  and  to  "  boner  bim  even  as 
we  honor  the  father." 

I  And  the  belief  of  ihe  efiential  Deity  of  Christ  our 
Immanuel,  will  ferve  to  afford  full  fatisfaftion  to  our 
minds,  refpefting  the  allfufficiency  of  his  attonement, 
the  infinite  value  snd  efficacy  of  his  mediation 
end  intercelllona  in  the  character  of  God-man. 
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Verily  the  Father  hath  laid  help  on  one  mighty 
to  fave.  So  that  the  moH:  guilty  of  Adam's  fallen 
race,  have  the  iitmoft  encouragement  to  look  to  the 
Saviour ;  and  with  full  confidence  to  trufl:  in  his  mer- 
its and  righteoufnefs,  for  pardon  and  acceptance. 

Secondly.  The  do£lrine  of  Christ's  fupremacy, 
and  univerfal  dominion,  is  m.atter  of  joy  and  tri- 
umph to  all  holy  and  benevolent  beings. 

"  'The  Lord  reigneth  :"  It  follows,  "  let  the  earth 

rejoice^  let  the  multitude  of  ijles  be  glad  thereof  r     "  The 

children  of  Sion"  may  well  "  rejoice  in  their    king" 

and  joyfully  join  the  hods  above,  faying,  "  alleluia^ 

for  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth." 

The  faithful  followers  of  the  lamb  may  derive  a- 
bundant  confolation  from  a  belief  that  their  Lord 
and  Redeemer,  is  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  ; 
that  he  is  exalted.head  over  all ;  fits  enthroned  above  j 
fuperintends  the  univerfe ;  orders  and  overrules  all 
things  in  inHnite  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  and  good- 
nefs  ;  and  that  he  will  reign  for  ever  and  ever. 

But  there  are  thoie  who  dare  oppofe  the^  govern- 
ment of  JEHOVAH  ;  who  are  not  willing  that  this 
God-man  ^^ fjjould  reign  over  them  -,"  or  that  he  fliould 
,_  reign  at  all.  And  to  fuch  foolifh  creatures  the  doc- 
trine advanced,  admlnifters  matter  of  terror  and 
trembling :  For  the  Lord  Almighty  will  rtignmaugre 
all  the  oppofition  of  earth  and  hell.  Men  and  devils 
may  f!"et  and  rage. — Thefe  may  combine  their  uni- 
ted ftrength,  and  employ  all  their  policy,  againft  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  but  it  will  prove  utterly  abor- 
tive. 

"  He  "johofitteth  in  the  heavens  will  laugh :  The  Lord 
will  have  them  in  derifwn  j  he  will  [peak  to  them  in  bis 
wrath  y  and  vex  them  in  his  fore  dijpleafure" 

"  Be  wife  therefore,  O  ye  kings  j  he  infiru5iedy  ye 
judges"  and  all  ye  people  of "  the  earth.  Kifs  the 
Son  left  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perifo  from  the  way.,. 

What  madnefs  is  it  to  refill  the  government  of 
Heaven  1  What  folly  for  impotent  worms  to  rife  a-^ 
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gainft  an  omnipotent  arm  !  "  Let  the  pt (herds  frivs 
%vith  the  fotjherds  of  the  earth  j  hit  woe  to  him  who 
Jiriveth  with  his  maker'' 

As  eafily  may  you  overturn  thi  mjuntains,  or  an- 
nihilate the  univerfe  as  alter  a  fingle  determination 
of  the  divine  will. 

Thirdly.  From  the  truths  illuftrated  in  the  preced- 
ing difcourfe  we  are  led  devoutly  to  contemplate  a 
divine  agency,  in  all  the  works  and  traniadions  that 
Vs^e  behold  i  and  not  to  cenfure  providence  on  ac- 
count oi  i\iQ  Jeemifig  diforders,  defedls,  andevils^  that 
are  in  the  world. 

We  think  that  we  difcern  many  blemlfnes  in  cre- 
ation and  providence  j  and  there  is  truly  much  of 
what  is  called  natural  and  mioralevil.  Wicked  men, 
and  wicked  fpirits,  are  perpetually  perpetrating  ini- 
quity, and  doing  mifchief ;  and  there  are  many  jaring 
.paffionsj  interfering  intereftsj&c.  On  account  of  rhelcj 
and  things  of  a  iimilar  kind,  r.n.ne  have  dared  to 
arreign  the  divine  govemmcnr,  v^hiie  others  have 
prefunned  to  deny  a  divine  providence  and  agency. 
But  it  is  owing  tu  the  imh-'ciiiry  or  our  underftand- 
ings,  and  the  contrafttdnefs  of  our  prefent  views, 
that  men  are  led  to  fuchconciufions, 

"  Those  events/'  as  a  late  elegant  writer  ob- 
"  ferves,  which  viewed  apart,  appear  as  fpots  in 
"  the  divine  adrainilltation,  when  confidered  in  con- 
'^  nedion  with  ail  their  cunfequc'nces,  are  found  to 
"  give  it  additional  luflre.  The  beauty  and  mag- 
"  nificence  of  the  univerfe  aie  much  heightened,  by 
*^  its  being  an  extenfive  and  complicated  lyftera  | 
"  in  which  a  variety  of  fprings  are  made  to  play, 
*^  and  a  multitude  of  diffoent  movements  are  with 
"  moft  admirable  art,  regulated  and  kept  in  order» 

"  While  among  the  multitude  that  dwell  on  the 
*'  face  of  the  earth,  fjme  are  f-jbiniilive  to  the  di- 
'^  vine  authority;  Ibm.e  rifeup  in  rebelhon  againft  it 5 
*'  otherb  abfarbed.in  their  pleafure  and  purfuits  are 
fj  totally  inatcemive  io  it ;  they  are  all  fo  moved  by 
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'^  an  imperceptible  influence  from  above,  that  the  zeal 
"  of  the  dutiful,  the  wrath  of  the  rebellious,  and  the 
"  indifference  of  the  carelefs,  contribute  finally  to 
"  the  glory  of  God. 

"  All  are  governed  in  fuch  a  way  as  fuits  their 
"  powers,  and  is   confident  with  rational  freedom  ; 
"  yet  ail  are  fubje6led  to  the  neceffity  of  fulfilling  the 
"  eternal  purpofes  of  Heaven.     The  depth  of  the 
"  divine  wifdom  in  theadminiilration  oft^e  Uiniverfe, 
"'exceeds  all  human    comprehenfion,  and  afibrds 
"  everlafting  fubjed  of  adoration  and  praife."  * 
Thus  he — 
Wicked  men  are  the  unconfcious  miniflers  of 
Providence.  Governed  as  they  are  by  their  own  dif- 
ordered  palTions  and  afl'edlions,   and  while  lecking 
to  gratify   the  pride  and  ambition  of  their  own  de- 
praved hearts,  ftill  they   are  fo  far   influenced  and 
reftrained  by  a  faperior  povvrer,  in  all  their  projec- 
tions and  purfuits,as  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  wife  and  good  purpofes  of  heav- 
en :   "  Stirely  the  vjrath  of  man  (hall  praife  thee  ;   the 
remainder  of  wrath  fh  alt  then  refrain  T 

And  all  the  trials  by  v/hich  good  men  are  exer- 
cifed  in  the  prcfent  life,  either  ;^7^^i4'/£'/)'  by  inftru- 
ments,  or  more  immediately  by  the  hand  of  God, 
will  eventually  farther  their  ov/n  good  and  his  glory. 
In  fhort,  the  Wife  Governor  of  the  univerfe  will  fo 
dire6t  and  overrule  caufes  and  effects,  and  all  events, 
as  to  bring  good  out  of  evil,  and  order  out  of  con- 
fulion. 

Hov/EVER  gloomy  to  cur  prefcntview,  theafpe^t 
of  things  may  now  appear  j  however  dark  and  intri- 
cate fome  events  may  feem  j  yet  v/e  may  reft  afTur- 
ed  that  a  being,  perfeftly  wife  and  holy, fits  at  helm  j 
and  tho'  "  his  way  is  in  the  fea^  and  his  path  in  the 
great  waters.,'''  yet  all  his  adminiftrations  are  perfe6t- 
ly  right  and  good.  And  there  is  a  day  at  hand 
Vvhen  all  myfterious   providences  will  be  unfolded, 
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the  reclitude  of  the  divine  government  fully  difplay- 
ed,  and  clear  light  thrown  on  all  the  works  and  ways 
of  God.     Hence 

Fourthly.  There  is  the  utmoft  reafon  that  we 
ihould  cheerfully  acquiefce  in  all  the  difpofals  of 
providence  ;  even  fuch  as  are  moft  painful  and  dif- 
trefling  to  nature. 

A  BEING  all  wife,  faithful,  and  kind,  orders  alle- 
vents,  metes  out  our  changes,  and  appoints  our  lot. 
He  is  indeed  the  author  and  framer  of  the  rod  by 
which  we  fmart.  He  fends  difeafe  and  death  into 
our  families,  cuts  off  our  pleafmg  hopes,  and  calls 
us  down  into  the  depth  of  grief  -,  but  neverthelefs 
he"  does  all  things  well.''  "  As  for  God^  his  work 
is  perfe5f^  and  all  his  ways  are  judgment  j  a  Gcd  of  truth 
and  without  iniquity^jufi  and  right  is  he."  Let  this 
thought  calm  our  minds  to  peace. 

But  I  am  brought  to  the  mournful  occafion  on 
which  we  are  at  this  time  affembied,  which  demands 
our  folemn  attention,  and  rightly  to  improve  which, 
will  require  the  aids  of  religion,  with  the  practical 
belief  of  thofe  important  truths,  on  which  we  have 
been  meditating. 

A  SOVEREIGN  God,  all  holy  and  righteous,  has 
feen  fit,  in  a  fudden,  unexpefted  manner,  to  remove 
from  this  world,  our  dear,  much  valued  friend,  whofe 
fociety  might  have  been  longer  enjoyed  ;  and  whofe 
prefence,  direftion  and  advice,  appeared  in  our  vie w, 
much  needed,  as  it  was  greatly  defired,  efpecialiy  by 
the  loving  confort,  and  numerous,  affeflionate  off- 
fpring  of  the  deceafed.*  But  infinite  wifdom,  for 
wife  purpofes  unknown  to  us,  has  been  plealed  at 
one  fatal  firoke^  to  blafl  thefe  pleafing  expedla- 
tions,  and  given  occafion  to  furviving  friends  not  to 
complain,  but  to  bemoan  their  heavy  iofs.  The 
former  religion  forbids  j  the  latter  it  furely  allows 
in  a  moderate  degree.  To 

*  Mrs.  Leavitt  was  the  parent  of  eleven  promifing  fons, 
and  one  amiable  daughter  ;  all  of  which,  excepting  one,  fol" 
lowed  their  mother  to  the  grave. 


To  withhold,  on  art  dcCadon  fo  diftrefllng,  the 
tear  of  fympathy,  would  fhew  that  wc  were  deftitute 
of  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  fbrangers  to  tlie  more 
tender  fenfations  that  chridianity  infpires.  To  grieve 
when  fmitten  of  God  and  affliclefi-— -to  difcover 
faitable  tckens  of  forrow  under  grievous  and  calamit- 
ous ftrokes  of  the  divine  hand  is  not  merely  allowa- 
ble :  Itis  conrmendable.  At  the  grave  of  his  friend 
Lazarus  "  Jejus  wept."  His  example  gives  fane- 
tion  to  our  tears  on  fimilar  accafions. 

But  our  forrows  muft  be  bound  by  reafon  and 
religion. — When  they  exceed  thefe  limits  they  be* 
come  faulty. 

When  deprived  of  earthly  blefilng",  it  is  a  prop- 
er time  to  refle6l,  on  the  value  of  thofe  enjoyments 
— the  comfort  we  have  derived  from  them — our 
ytter  unworthynefs  of  them — and  the  divine  equity 
and  juftice  in  recalling  them.  This  will  tend  to 
promote  fentiments  of  gratitude  to  the  author  of 
them,  and  at  the  fame  time  beget  an  humble  fub» 
miflion  to  the  divine  v/ill. — ' 

"  If  Jmiling  mercy  crcwn  cur  liveSy 
"  Its  prai/es  pall  he  fpreadj 
"  And  we'll  adore  the  juftice  too 
"  T'h  at  ftr  ikes  our  comforts  dead'* 

In  the  prefent  cale  however,  to  give  a  full  de- 
tail of  the  various  excellencies,  natural  and  moral, 
poffefled  by  our  departed  friend,  was  the  preacher 
able,  would  at  this  time,  perhaps,  be  too  tender  a 
fubjeifl:;  and  might  feem  to  favor  of  aduladon  j 
therefore  it  will  not  be  dwelt  upon  ;  efpecially  as 
the  prefent  defign  is  not  to  exhibit  a  funeral  pane-» 
gyric  on  the  dead ;  but,  if  pofTibie,  to  adminifter 
matter  of  comfort  and  improvement  to  the  Irving, 
Yetjuftice  to  die  memory  of  Madam  LEAVITT, 
requires  that  we  juft  mention. 

That  to  good  natuial  talents,  which  exceeded 
many  of  her  fex,  fhe  poiTeffed  and  exhibited,  an 
<eafy,  unafFetled,  foft  and  moft  engaging  temper  and 
deportment  -,  which  gave  a  Mtre  to  the  beauty  of 
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her  perfon  far  ruperior  to  what  it  could  have  deriv- 
ed from  the  moil  brilliant  ornaments  of  art.  She 
was  of  a  kind,  tender,  and  peaceful  fpirit.  Thefe 
amiable  viitues,  being  as  we  believe  faniSlified  by 
divine  grace,  and  joined  widithe  chriftian  graces  of 
humility,  meeknefs,  patience,  and  that  wifdom 
which  IS  from  above,  enabled  her  to  fill  the  ftatioHj 
and  difcharge  the  duties  allotted  her  by  providence, 
with  honor  to  herfclf,  and  advantage  to  others  ;  and 
made  her  beloved  and  admired  by  all. 

With  how  much  difcretion  fhe  managed  her 
domeflic  concerns' — how  her  wife  precepts  and  a- 
miable  examples  allured  her  offspring  to  order  and 
virtue — what  a  faithful,  dutiful  wife— \s\idii  a  ten- 
der attentive  -parent — what  an  obliging,  courteous 
and  entertaining /nV^/^/lhe  was,  they  can  bed  tell  who 
i<new  her  in  thofe  chara61:ers,  and  are  ready  to 
teftify.  Her  childrer,,  at  leaft,  "  will  ri;'e  up  and  call 
ker  hlejjed^ — her  hufband^  and  he  will  praife  her" 

Of  this  valuable  peifon  we  are  now  deprived.-— 
She  has  run  her  race,  fmiilied  her  courfe,  and  is 
removed  to  another,  we  hope  to  a  better,  fbate  of  ex- 
iftence. 

And  what  remains  but  that  v/e  labor  to  im/itate 
whatever  was  excellent  in  her  life,  apd  to  im.prove 
by  her  death. 

It  is  efpecially  our  hearty  wiili  that  the  forrowajl 
relatives  may  reap  faving  benefit  from,  and  receive 
divine  fupports  undery  this  forely  afiiidive  diipenfa- 
tion. 

To  this  bereaved  family  permjt  m.e  to  aduicfs  a 
few  words  :  And  firft  to  him  who  is  become  the 
lonely  head  of  it  : 

Reverend  Sir, 

OUR  long friendfhip,— fhe  jbr^fLian  and  min- 
ifterial  relation  which  has  fubfifted  bciween  us,  with 
the  eftcem  and  particular  afredion  1  boie  to  your 
family,  and  to  her  who  is  novv'  rem.oved  frcm  it, 
give  me  a  more  than  common  Ihare  in  uiz  lofs  it 
has  fuftained. 

Or? 
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On  this  accafion  I  feci  more  need  of  receivings 
than  qualined  to  give^  advice  and  comfort ;  and 
ihould  rather  have  chofen  to  take  a  place  in  the 
train  of  nlent  mourners^  than  Itand  as  the  pubhc 
monitor  of  this  mournful  day.  But  in  compliance 
with  your  requeftj  have  attempted  to  fpeak  in  God'b 
name  :  And  may  his  bleffing  attend  what  in  great 
weeknefs  has,  or  may  be  fuggeiled,  agreeably  to  his 
word. 

Dear  Sir,  never  having  experienced  the  fame 
affliftion,  I  pretend  not  to  realize  your  prefent  feel- 
ings ;  yet,  being  acquainted  with  grief,  I  am  able  in 
a  degree  to  mourn  and  fympathize  with  you  j  as  I 
doubt  not  do  many  others. 

Earthly  friends  may  do  this :  And  it  is  fome 
alleviation  of  the  v/eight  of  forrow  j  but  none,  ex- 
cepting the  ever  living,  almighty  friend,  can  afford 
thofe  divine  teachings  and  fupports  which  your  prelent 
circumftances  require.  This  cup  we  muft  believe  is 
iilled  with  bitternefs- — this  flroke  furely  is  heavy — 
the  wound  deep — and  the  breach  wide  as  thejea. — 
The  dear  v/ife  of  your  youth — the  fond  friend  of 
your  bofom — the  beloved  partner  of  your  joys  and 
griefs, — one  with  whom  you  have  lived  fo  many 
years  in  bonds  of  the  fLrideft  friendihip — whom 
you  had  reafon  to  efteem  and  love,  and  who 
made  equal  returns  of  affeftion,- — in  fhort,  what 
you  doubtlefs  confidered  the  richeft  earthly  bleffing, 
is  taken  from  you  and  from  the  world,  by  the  in- 
exorable hand  of  death. — — 

And  will  nature  now  be  ready  to  rile,  and  expof- 
tulate  thus  with  its  divine  author  ? — Why  was  this 
fo  untimely  flroke  ? — Why  might  I  not  have  enjoy- 
ed my  companion  a  little  longer,  to  be  a  folace  in 
the  various  cares  and  labors  of  life,  and  an  afTifl- 
ant  in  the  government  and  nurture  of  a  numerous 
offspring  ? — Why  was  her  race  cut  Ihort  in  the 
midfl  ? — Why  am  I  thus  left  alone,  prefTed  widi 
double  cares  ? 

Such 
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Such  repiningSj  you  will  not  indulge  j  nor  dare 
to  impeach  the  righteous  difpofals  of  unerring  wif- 
dom. — On  the  contrary :  Reafon  and  revelation  will 
luggeil  confiderarions,  abundantly  fuflicient  to  calnn 
your  troubled  breail,  and  reduceyour  agitated  mind 
to  filent  fubmiilion  ;  yea  to  thankful  acquiefcence 
in  the  will  of  heaven  -,  and  you  will  fee  caufe,  even 
in  this  trying  fcene,  to  adopt  the  fendment  of  our 
text,  and  fay,  "  'The  majler  has  done  all  things  tvell  :'* 
Has  not  the  fovereign  proprietor  of  the  univerle 
a  right  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own  ?  Have 
you  not  often,  Iir,  in  your  moft  ferious  moments, 
acknowledged  his  right  to  all  you  po fiefs  j  and  by 
an  exprefs  covenant  acl,  furrendered  yourfelf  and 
deareft  enjoyments  into  his  hands,  refering  it  to 
him  to  difpofe  of  you  and  yours  as  his  v/ildom 
fhould  think  bed  ? 

And  as  to  the  much  valued  blefling  of  which 
you  are  nov/  deprived-— Wfas  you  not  entirely  indebt- 
ed to  the  unmerited  goodnefs  of  your  great  benefa61;~ 
or  for  the  bellow  ment  of  it ;  for  making  her  fo  greac 
a  comfort,  and  continuing  her  fo  long  ?  and  farther. 
Have  you  not  reafon  to  hope  that  your  lofs  is  her  un- 
fpeakable  gain  ?  A  difinterefced  regard  then  to  her 
happinefs,  is  an  additional  motive  to  quiet  and 
content  your  mind. 

And  now  my  dear  brother,  let  me  invite  you 
to  mount  v/ith  me  on  the  wings  of  faith  and  holy 
contemplation,  to  yonder  fpacious  regions  where 
the  fpirit,  the  better  part  of  your  beloved  partner, 
has  taken  her  flight. 

See  her  entering  the  blifsful  abodes  of  glory  ! 
c<  jygy.  yq]j£s  wajhed  and  made  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
lamb  /" — hear  the  happifying  plaudit  of  her  judge  \ 
— fee  how  the  gates  of  the  celeftial  city  dilplay  their 
leaves  to  give  entrance  to  the  welcome  ftranger  ! — 
obferve  the  joyous  congratulations  of  her  fellow  an- 
gels ! — behold  her  joining  the  enraptured  throng  of 
,  heavenly 
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heavenly  hofts,  in  their  never  ceafing  fongs  of 
praife! — and  look  forward  ;  extend  a  view  to  that 
folemn,  all  glorious  period,  when  the  returning  Re- 
deemer fhall  defcend  from  heaven  in  radient  fplen- 
dor,  with  myriads  of  attending  angels  and  faints  !— ^ 
hear  the  found  of  the  laft  trump  ! — behold  the  heav- 
ens and  earth  pafiingaway  Vv-ich  a  great  noife  ! — fee 
the  graves  opening  ! — the  dead  in  Christ  rifing  ; 
rifing  glorious  and  immortal.— And  among  the  reft, 
thofe  lifelefs  rem.ains,  over  which  you  now  weep 
and  which  we  are  about  to  commit  to  the  darkfom^ 
tomb. — See  !  the  demolilhed  fabric  reared  anew, 
and  infinitely  improved  in  beauty,  adivityj  and  vig^ 
or.— ^Behold  this  corruptible  putting  on  incorrup- 
tion — this  mortal,  immortality  ! — hear  the  triumph- 
ant fong,  O  !  death  where  is  thy  fcing  ?  O  !  grave 
where  is  thy  viftory  ? 

To  the  above  refledions,  which  are  alfo  defigned 
to  minifter  confolation  to  the  bereaved  children,  I 
mufl  however  add  a  few  words  more  : 
Aly  dear  yctmg  friends  J 

Considering  the  cccalion,  we  cannot  Wonder 
to  fee  you  thus  bathed  in  tears,  and  your  tender 
hearts  throbbing  with  grief;  nor  can  we  refrain 
bearing  a  part  in  your  prefent  forrow.  This  is  a 
tribute  due  to  the  memory  of  that  excellent  parent, 
whofe  face  you  m.ufb  fee,  whofe  voice  you  muft 
hear,  no  more  ! — but  while  you  give  vent  to  your 
tears,  you  mull  fupprefs  all  heart  rifings  againft  the 
fupreme  difpofer  of  everts. 

The  Lord  has  wile  and  holy  ends  in  ail  that  he 
doth. 

We  are  afiured  "  he  do^h  not  affiirt  willingly,''  nor, 
without  good  reafon,  "  grisvs  the  children  of  men.^ 
God  moft  holy  has  done  you  no  wrong  :  He 
means  you  the  richeil  good  if  you  will  receive  it  at 
his  hand  :  Even  this  fevere  difcipline  is  fraught 
^ith  heavenly  inftrudion.    It  teaches  you   more 

forcibly. 
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forcibly,  than  language  can  defcribej— the  evil  of 
fin — the  extrenie  frailty  of  life — the  exceeding  un- 
certainty, and  fleeting  nature  of  all  fublunary  enjoy- 
ments— It  leads  your  thoughts  to  things  future  and 
eternal. — It  Ihews  the  vaft  importance  of  withdraw- 
ing your  affedlions  from  earthly,  and  placing  them 
on  heavenly,  objefts :  And  of  looking  beyond  this 
tranfitory  world,  for  fubftantial  and  durable  happi- 
nefs  ;  and  choofing  that  part  which  fhall  never  be 
taken  from  you. 

It  is  our  ardent  prayer  that  you  thus  profit  by 
this  fore  vifitation.  And  while  you  humble  your- 
felves  under  this  rebuke  of  God's  hand,  be  not  for- 
getful of  his  mercies.  Have  you  not  reafon  to 
be  thankful  that  you  were  fo  long  blelTed  with  a 
mother  fo  excellent  ?  and  tho'  ihe  is  removed,  yet 
you  have  a  tender  father  left  to  guide  and  diredt 
you.  Be  ye  the  fupport  and  comfort  of  his  declin- 
ing age. — -How  will  it  rejoice  his  heart  to  behold 
in  you  a  refemblance  of  thofe  virtues,  which  Ihone 
fo  bright  in  your  parent  deceafed  ?  Yet  is  there  a 
far  higher  pattern  which  you  are  to  copy,  viz.  That 
of  her  and  your  Divine  Saviour.  O  !  be  ye  the 
followers  of  Christ.  Approve  yourlelvcs  the  du- 
tiful and  obedient  children  of  that  heavenly  parent, 
who  hath  faid,  "  /  will  never  leave  you  nor  for/ah 
you." 

"  /  commend  you  to  Gcdy  and  to  the  word  of  his  graces  ^ 
which  is  able  to  build  you  uf,  and  to  give  you  an  inherit-^ 
mice  among  all  them  which  are  JanMjied.'^ 

A  word  to  this  afiembly  ihall  clofe  the  dif- 
courfe. 

How  changeable  is  this  world  in  which  we 
live  !— How  precarious  and  periihing  are  all  earth- 
ly enjoyments ! — How  uncertain  is  the  prefent 
life  !~On  what  a  brittle  thread  doth  it  hang  !— 
How  folemn  !  how  awful  is  death  !- — How  fooa 
will  our  eyes  be  clofed  to  all  mortal  things  ! — It 
D  becomes 
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becomes  us  then  not  to  be  inordinately  attached  to^ 
or  coo  deeply  afFefted  by,  the  various  and  different 
fccnes  and  events  which  here  take  place. 

"  This  Ifayy  brethren)  the  time  is  jhort.  It  remain^ 
eth  that  both  they  that  have  wives  be  as  though  they 
had  none  ;  and  they  that  weep  as  though  they  wept  not : 
And  they  that  rejoice^  as  though  they  rejoiced  not :  And 
they  that  buy  as  though  they  pcjfejfed  not:  And  they  that 
ufe  this  world)  as  not  abufmg  it  t  For  the  fajhion  of 
this  world pajfeth  away."     A.MEN« 
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